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A Results-Oriented Think Tank Serving New Mexicans



Think New Mexico is a results-oriented think tank serving the
citizens of New Mexico. Our mission is to improve the quality of
life for all New Mexicans, especially working low and middle
income families. We fulfill this mission by educating the public,
the media and policymakers about some of the most serious
problems facing New Mexico and by developing effective, com-
prehensive, sustainable solutions to those problems.  

Our approach is to perform and publish sound, nonpartisan, inde-
pendent research. Unlike many think tanks, Think New Mexico
does not subscribe to any particular ideology. Instead, because New
Mexico is at or near the bottom of so many national rankings, our
focus is on promoting workable solutions. We use advocacy and,
as a last resort, legal action in accordance with Federal tax law.

Consistent with our nonpartisan approach, Think New Mexico’s
board is composed of Democrats, Independents and Republicans.
They are statesmen and stateswomen, who have no agenda
other than to help New Mexico succeed. They are also the brain
trust of this think tank.

Think New Mexico began its operations on January 1, 1999. It is
a tax-exempt organization under section 501 (c ) ( 3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code. In order to maintain its independence, Think
New Mexico does not accept any government money. However,
contributions from individuals, businesses and foundations are
welcomed, encouraged and tax-deductible.
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About Think New Mexico

As a results-oriented think tank, Think New Mexico measures its
success by changes it achieves in law or policy, such as:

making full-day kindergarten accessible to every child in New
Mexico 

repealing the state’s regressive tax on food 

creating a Strategic River Reserve to protect and restore New
Mexico’s rivers 

enacting the Family Opportunity Accounts Act to alleviate New
Mexico’s persistent poverty

reforming the state lottery to reduce its operating costs and re-
allocate the savings to full-tuition college scholarships

Results
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Think New Mexico’s Board of Directors

Edward Archuleta, a 13th generation New Mexican, is a consult-
ant and activist on issues including responsible land-use plan-
ning, growth management, and sustainable development. Edward
previously served as the top assistant to former New Mexico Sec-
retary of State Stephanie Gonzales.

Paul Bardacke served as Attorney General of New Mexico from
1983–1986.Paul was Chairman of Bill Richardson’s successful 2002

gubernatorial campaign. He is a Fellow in the American College
of Trial Lawyers. Paul currently handles complex commercial lit-
igation and mediation with the firm of Sutin, Thayer and Browne.

David Buchholtz has advised more than a dozen Governors and
Cabinet Secretaries of Economic Development on fiscal matters.
David has served as Chairman of the Association of Commerce
and Industry. He is the senior member of the New Mexico office
of Brownstein, Hyatt, and Farber.

Garrey Carruthers served as Governor of New Mexico from 1987–

1990. Garrey is Dean of New Mexico State University’s College of
Business, and was formerly President and CEO of Cimarron Health
Plan. He is a member of the Board of Directors of the United
States Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. F. Chris Garcia is a former President of the University of New
Mexico and is currently a Distinguished Professor of Political
Science. He is the co-editor of, among other books, Latinos and
the Political System and New Mexico Government (3rd edition).
Dr. Garcia recently received the Governor’s Distinguished Public
Service Award. 

Elizabeth Gutierrez is the Director of Policy and Program De-
velopment for the New Mexico Higher Education Department.
She holds a PhD in educational leadership and public policy. Liz
was a marketing executive for IBM for nearly two decades. She
is on leave from Think New Mexico's board while she works for
the state.
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LaDonna Harris is an enrolled member of the Comanche Nation.
LaDonna is Chairman of the Board and Founder of Americans for
Indian Opportunity. She is also a founder of the National Women’s
Political Caucus. LaDonna was a leader in the effort to return the
Taos Blue Lake to Taos Pueblo.

Rebecca Koch is the owner of Rebecca Koch & Associates which
provides management consulting services, development, and stra-
tegic planning for local and national nonprofits. Rebecca was
the organizational development consultant for the Santa Fe
Business Incubator, Inc. She is a former President of the Board
of New Mexico Literary Arts.

Edward Lujan is the former CEO of Manuel Lujan Agencies, the
largest privately owned insurance agency in New Mexico. Ed is a
former Chairman of the National Hispanic Cultural Center of New
Mexico, the Republican Party of New Mexico, and the New Mexico
Economic Development Commission.

Fred Nathan founded Think New Mexico and is its Executive
Director. Fred served as Special Counsel to New Mexico Attorney
General Tom Udall. In that capacity, he was the architect of sev-
eral successful legislative initiatives and was in charge of New
Mexico’s lawsuit against the tobacco industry, which resulted in
a 1.25 billion dollar settlement for the state.

Roberta Cooper Ramo is the first woman elected President of
the American Bar Association. Roberta serves on the State Board
of Finance and is a former President of the Board of Regents
of the University of New Mexico. She is a shareholder in the
Modrall Law Firm and serves on many national boards. 

Stewart Udall served as Secretary of the Interior under Presi-
dents Kennedy and Johnson. Prior to that, Stewart served three
terms in Congress. He is the author of The Quiet Crisis ( 1963)
that tells the story of humankind’s stewardship over the planet’s
resources, and To the Inland Empire: Coronado and Our Spanish
Legacy (1987) which celebrates Hispanic contributions to our
history.
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Dear New Mexican:

I am often asked how the board of Think New Mexico chooses
the policy topic that we work on each year. The simple answer
is that we endeavor to “pick battles big enough to matter, small
enough to win,” to borrow the words of writer and educator,
Jonathan Kozol. 

Increasingly, we are also searching for topics that will produce a
solid “return on social investment,” for our supporters, like you,
who have many good options among a variety of worthy causes
in which to invest your charitable dollars. 

A good example is last year’s successful topic, lottery reform,
which is celebrated in this annual report and which will generate
an additional $9 million annually for full-tuition scholarships
when it is completely phased in.

Given Think New Mexico’s total expenses of $358,805 for 2006,
this represents a social return on investment of about 2,500%.
(That does not include the annual dividends that this initiative
will continue to pay, or the dividends from Think New Mexico’s
past policy victories, like full-day kindergarten, the repeal of the
food tax, and the Strategic Water Reserve.)

It is highly doubtful that we will be able to achieve such posi-
tive results every year. This makes us even more appreciative of
our supporters, many of whom fund us in drought years as well
as wet years because they share our long-term perspective on
social change. 

This year, as in years past, Think New Mexico received a lot of
help from our friends. Senate Majority Leader Michael Sanchez,
Senate Minority Leader Stuart Ingle and Lucky Varela, Deputy
Chair of the House Appropriations and Finance Committee, joined
forces to create a very effective team of bipartisan sponsors. In
addition, Governor Bill Richardson provided critical momentum
by endorsing our lottery reform plan in October and then pro-
moting it again in his State of the State address. 

Because Think New Mexico is so small, we build a coalition of sup-
porting organizations around our policy solutions to provide grass-
roots clout. We are particularly proud of the breadth and quality
of the members of this year’s group, who are listed on page 13. 
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Governor Bill Richardson at the sign-
ing ceremony for the Lottery Reform
legislation. Photo by Don Usner
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Think New Mexico also enjoyed a good year in 2006 on the
basis of the internal metrics that we use to measure our per-
formance. For example, the number of social investors support-
ing Think New Mexico expanded from 466 in 2005 to 541 in
2006, an increase of 16%. The number of social investors has
grown every year of our existence. 

In addition, we increased our investments and endowment capital
by nearly 27% in 2006. This will help provide a financial cushion
in the inevitable lean years when we have no policy victories to
report. We have also diversified our revenue sources with the
recent launch of Think New Mexico’s online store, which you can
visit at our website www.thinknewmexico.org. We invite you to
outfit your entire family ( including your pets).  

The profits from the store will be frugally allocated. As you can
see on page 20, in 2006 Think New Mexico spent only 5.9% of
our revenue on administration and only 5.1% on fundraising.
One of the ways that we have been able to keep our costs rel-
atively low is by not having a development director on staff.  

Finally, last year we were fortunate to hire Grant Taylor as Think
New Mexico’s new Field Director. He is profiled on page 19.
This year’s summer intern is Maclovia Quintana, a Santa Fe Prep
Salutatorian, who will be attending Yale University in the fall.
Meanwhile, Kristina Fisher, Think New Mexico’s Research Direc-
tor and Webmaster, earned the Robert C. Poole Merit Award,
which is bestowed upon the member of the University of New
Mexico Law School’s first-year class with the highest grade
point average. (Obviously, I have been greatly influenced by
that old adage about it being hard to fail if you surround your-
self with people smarter than you.) 

Our small, but growing results-oriented think tank still needs
your support for our next initiative. You probably know where
this is headed: if you approve of what you read in the following
pages, we urge you to make a social investment in Think New
Mexico in the conveniently enclosed pre-addressed envelope.

Kristina Gray Fisher
Research Director

Fred Nathan
Executive Director

Grant Taylor
Field Director

Think New Mexico’s Staff

Maclovia Quintana
Summer Intern

Fred Nathan May 1, 2007

Lynne Loucks Buchen
Business Manager
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GET INVOLVED WITH THINK NEW MEXICO

Shop at Think New Mexico’s New Online Store

Recently, Think New Mexico launched an online store that can be
accessed through our website: www.thinknewmexico.org. Be the first
on your street to sport a new Think New Mexico sweatshirt, long-
sleeved t-shirt, or other fine apparel. Items are attractively priced and
available in all sizes and a variety of colors, ideal for gifts, and 10% of
the revenue generated by the store goes to fund policy initiatives at
Think New Mexico.This is a great opportunity to show your support for
Think New Mexico while completing your wardrobe.    

Join Think New Mexico’s Email Alert List

While you are at Think New Mexico’s website, please be sure to sign
up to join the approximately 4,300 other New Mexicans who receive
our email alerts during legislative sessions. You’ll be the first to know
about progress on our initiatives and you can contact your elected
officials straight from our website.  

Contribute to Think New Mexico’s Endowment Funds

We are pleased to report that Think New Mexico’s endowment funds
with the Albuquerque Community Foundation, the New Mexico Com-
munity Foundation, the Santa Fe Community Foundation, and the Taos
Community Foundation are growing steadily, moving us toward our
goal of generating enough income to offset all of Think New Mexico’s
administrative costs.

Thanks to your generosity, these endowments are helping to ensure
that Think New Mexico’s mission, described on the first page of this
annual report, will be sustained in perpetuity. 

If you are interested in contributing to Think New Mexico’s endow-
ments and have questions, please contact us at 505. 992.1315.


















































